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He asked that Prince Eugene, the best Imperialist
general, should be sent to the Upper Rhine, and
he sowed in Dutch minds the idea of a campaign
on the Moselle so as to induce them to lend him
at least a portion of their troops to act away
from their frontiers. But although all the neces-
sary preparations were made for a march south,
it was not until the spring was well advanced
that he finally decided on the bold hazard of
a six-hundred-mile flank march down to the
Danube to knock out the Elector of Bavaria and
save Vienna*

At the beginning of May he disclosed his
intentions to Godolphin. He told Wratislaw
that " the issue in this matter is victory or death,"
but he also said in more cheerful mood cc the
more I think of the expedition the better I am
pleased with it." On May 19, after he had
reviewed what he called his " little army" of
some 50,000 men (of whom 16,000 were English),
the extraordinary enterprise began. For its
success he had to create a fog of war to deceive
the French, lest they barred his path or cut his
supplies. He managed to persuade them first
that he intended to invade Lorraine and then,
as he moved farther up the Rhine, that he was
going to attack Alsace. Not until he left the line
of the Rhine for a sharp turn east below the
Neckar valley by way of Heidelberg was his real
intention revealed to the enemy, and not till
then were the Dutch authorities and German
princes officially informed of his destination. He
deceived not only the French but many of his
own allies, and yet he did this without in any